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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



l re Patent Application of: 
Nobuo AOI 
Serial No. 10/643,896 
Filed: 08/20/2003 
For: ETCHING METHOD 



Group Art Unit: 1763 
Examiner: Allen W. Olsen 



^ RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION/ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated July 19, 2004, Applicant hereby elects Group I 
directed to claims 1-10, drawn to a method of etching with a plasma comprising nitrogen for 
prosecution in this application. 

Should the Examiner believe a conference would be of benefit in expediting the 
prosecution of the instant application, he is hereby invited to telephone counsel to arrange 
such a conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Donald R. Studebaker 
Reg. No. 32,815 

Nixon Peabody LLP 
401 9 th Street N.W. 
Suite 900 

Washington, D. C. 20004 
(202) 585-8000 
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